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DRAFT
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF FIELD DALLING 
AND SAXLINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL
Held on Tuesday 6th May 2026 at 7pm in the Villagers Hall

Present: 	Cllr. S, Rawlinson (Chairman), Cllr. I. Farmer, Cllr. C. Gadsby and Cllr. T. James and Cllr. P. Moore
In Attendance:	Locum Clerk: Sarah Hayden
	District Cllr Sarah Bütikofer
	Three members of the public

The Chairman opened the meeting at 7.20pm and welcomed everyone

The Chairman asked Cllr. Bütikofer if she would like to report at this point.  

5.2	Report from District Cllr. Sarah Bütikofer
Cllr. Bütikofer agreed and reported that regarding Local Government reorganisation the Government had agreed there would be three authorities for Norfolk, but a lot of work needed to be done in next twelve months to keep to the proposed timetable.  There would need to be “shadow authorities”  as so far nothing had been heard from the Government on shutting down the existing authorities and putting in place the new authorities.  Figures show the change will cost extra money but NNDC had been told they cannot interfere with Government policy.  On the subject of fly tipping, she confirmed that NNDC do have to clear fly tipped rubbish although the County Council is responsible for the recycling centres.  They have significant problems currently with electrical goods, as there has been a fire at the Thetford facility and it has had its licence revoked by NCC.  They can recycle large goods, but not small electrical items.  Householders do have a duty of care regarding waste and if a contractor is used, the householder must check the contractor has a waste transfer licence.  Regarding housing, NNDC have received extra funding for social housing, with enough to purchase nine houses for local people.  They have also received funding from the Levelling-up Fund.  In Sheringham the toilets in Station Approach are being taken back becauses the Station, who had managed them, had decided they would not open them to the public.  
The Chairman then agreed to continue to item 7.2  
7.2 	To consider planning application: 
PF/26/0655 Demolition of agricultural building and erection of self-build dwelling and associated works - Grain Store, Langham Road, Field Dalling  - Discussed in detail, with the Environmental Health Officer’s comments being noted.  Agreed that an objection should be made with comments being made that the footpath through the site should be kept open and safe to use and that work should not commence until the effects on the Church of construction and demolition/clearance of the site were known.  The Clerk was asked to draft comments and circulate for approval before submission to the Planning Department. District Cllr. Bütikofer would liaise with the planning department and keep the Parish Council informed.
Cllr. Bütikofer then made her apologies and left the meeting.

1.	To elect the Chairman of the Council followed by signing of Acceptance of office
	Proposed and resolved to elect Cllr. Rawlinson as Chairman of the Council.  He then signed the Acceptance of Office, witnessed by the Clerk

2.	To receive apologies for absence.
	None 

3. To record declarations of interest and approve any requests for dispensations.
None.

4. To approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 19th March 2026 and matters arising from those minutes
The minutes were approved and then signed by the Chairman. No matters arising

5	Reports and Public Forum
5.1	Report from County Cllr. Michael Dalby
None [due to Elections]
5.3	To receive questions or comments from members of the public
	None

6	Finance and Governance Matters	
6.1	To approve draft IT Policy
	The draft Policy was amended to remove a sanctions clause.  It was then proposed and resolved to approve the amended draft.
6.2	To approve list of payments 
		The List of Payments was approved and then signed by the Chairman and Clerk
6.3		To receive budget against actuals, cash account, explanation of variances and bank reconciliation to 31.3.26
		All received with no comments
6.4	To consider and approve the Annual Governance and Accountability Return as follows:
	[The AGAR had previously been circulated] 		
		To receive the Annual Internal Audit Report 2025-26 – the Auditor’s separate report had been circulated and the clerk highlighted points to be noted.  The AGAR Internal Audit Report was received and noted.
		To approve section 1 Annual Governance Statement – Section 1 was approved and then signed by the Chairman and Clerk/RFO
		To approve section 2 Accounting Statements – Section 2 was approved and then signed by the Chairman
		To complete the Certificate of Exemption – Agreed that the Parish Council complied with the requirements for exemption. Proposed and resolved to exempt from limited assurance review and complete the Certificate of Exemption which was then signed by the Chairman and Clerk.
6.5	To review any policies and risk assessments outstanding for review
  	None outstanding
6.6	To approve and sign Clerk’s Contract of Employment
	Proposed and resolved to approve the draft Contract, which was then signed by the Chairman and Clerk

7.	Planning.
7.1	To consider applications received after the date of this Agenda
	PF/26/0853 Installation of ground-mounted solar PV generation system – Manor House, 52 Langham Road, Field Dalling, R25 7LG – Agreed to support the application
	NP/26/0913 Prior Notification for proposed erection of agricultural building – open-sided lean-to pole barn – land north of Green Farmhouse, Holt Road, Saxlingham – Agreed to support the application.  	 
7.2	As above
7.3	Update on application:
PO/26/0387 Erection of light industrial workshop building with ancillary storage (Class E(g)(iii)) (outline – all matters reserved) – Land to west of Little Marsh Lane, Field Dalling, BR25 7LL – Pending decision from NNDC
      	
8.	Highways and Footpaths
8.1 	Update on Parish Partnership project for village gates
	As reported in the Annual Parish Meeting, the 50% share has been paid and a start date is awaited.
8.2	Update re: flooding and leaking drains
	As reported in the Annual Parish Meeting, the Parish Council will be writing to the Environment Agency
8.3	To consider speeding in Saxlingham
	Held over to the next meeting

9.	Play area
	Update on maintenance/repairs
	As reported in the Annual Parish Meeting, the repairs and cleaning were being dealt with by the Parish Council’s grounds maintenance contractor.  A comprehensive list of the work had been circulated to parish councillors.

10.  	Broadband
	To review Broadband in the village and agree any action
	The Clerk was had written to the MP but was awaiting a reply

11.	To deal with any correspondence
	None

12.	Date of meetings for the forthcoming year
	Agreed to meet on the third Wednesday of the month bi-monthly January, March, May, July, September and November

13.	Matters for information or next agenda
	Next Agenda: speeding in Saxlingham

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.15pm






