Field Dalling and Saxlingham Parish Council

Minutes of the Field Dalling and Saxlingham Annual Parish Meeting held on Wednesday 6th May 2026 at 6.30pm

Present: Cllr. S. Rawlinson (Chairman) - Chairman of the Parish Council
	Parish Council - Cllr. I. Farmer, Cllr. C. Gadsby, Cllr. T. James, Cllr. P. Moore  
	Villager’s Hall – Committee member
	Albanwise Farming  - Farm Manager
	St Andrew’s Church - Fabric Officer
	Four members of the public
In attendance:  Parish Clerk – Mrs Sarah Hayden
The Chairman opened the meeting at 6.30pm and welcomed everyone.

1.	Apologies for absence.
	Apologies were received from the representative of Glaven Caring and from the representative of The Field Dalling Charity

2.	To approve the minutes of the meeting held on Monday 10th March 2025
	The minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Monday 10th March 2025 were approved

3.	Update on matters arising from those minutes
	None

4.	Reports
4.1	Albanwise Farming – Farm Manager
	Last year started full of hope for a good year, but hopes were dashed by the unseasonable weather with low rainfall in early Spring following by a hot dry May and June.  The harvest was 10/15% down in yield.  There was a good Autumn maize and sugar beet harvest.  This year, the winter barley around the parish is looking good, although the weather has been dry and cold with a prevailing north and east wind rather than the usual south-west. The farm is hoping for rain shortly as there was only 3ml in April.  Looking forward, the barley will be harvested in early July and will be followed by oil seed rape.  Regarding projects around the estate, the renovation of Ash Farm House is taking place with damp proofing and roof repairs, which it is hoped will be completed by the end of the year. A question was raised as to whether an Open Day would be held this year, as it has been enjoyable last year.  There would not be one this year, but there may be one next year.

4.2	Village Groups/Organisations/Charities/Churches
	Parish Council
	The Chairman reported that during the year the Parish Council dealt with its usual duties, such as commenting on planning applications, maintaining the play area and pond in the village, checking the defibrillator and reporting highway issues to Norfolk County Council. In particular the Parish Council had concerns about the junction of the B1156 Holt Road and Sharrington Road, which was reported to the Highways Authority, although little was done. Albanwise Farming had cut back the hedge which allowed better visibility. There had also been concerns about speeding on the Holt Road and Langham Road into Field Dalling. We met with the Highways Engineer to discuss the problems and following advice from him and an estimate of costs from the Locality Designer we applied for a Parish Partnership grant for the installation of  Village Gates on Holt Road and Langham Road and painting of white lines and roundels.  We were successful in our application and have just paid our 50% share of the costs to enable the work to commence.  On planning, we recently objected to an application for an industrial unit on Marsh Lane and are currently awaiting the decision.  Our District Councillor has offered to call it in to Committee if the Planning Officer recommends approval.  In the following Parish Council meeting we will be considering an application for demolishing a barn and re-building a house on the site, which already has prior approval for a change from barn to house.  Our annual Play Area Report was considered and we have come up with a plan of action for our contractor to clean the play equipment and deal with the repairs highlighted in the report. We continued, and are still continuing, to try to resolve the flooding issue in the village, recently writing to Flagship Housing asking what action they are to take to resolve the problem under the terms of their Licence from the Environment Agency.  We have not received a reply and will now write to the Environment Agency to ask what action they will take for the breach of the Licence.   Early in the year, our website was updated and, due to new audit regulations, we changed to a gov.uk email address. At the end of last year, Cllr. Gadsby and I attended the NNDC presentation on unitary councils and devolution, which enabled us to report back to the Parish Council on its implications. As you all know the Government has now agreed the three Councils option for Norfolk with details to be published in due course.  Finally, can I thank my parish councillors for their support over the year and I confirm we have now appointed our Locum Clerk as our new permanent Clerk.

Glaven Caring – apologies received from representative

The Field Dalling Charity
The Clerk read out the report as follows.

“CHARITY OF CHRISTOPHER RINGAR (211030) 
FUEL ALLOTMENT CHARITY (211586)
Jointly known as The Field Dalling Charity

The two Charities were set up in 1678 and 1874 and are run as one. They own 27 acres of grazing land on the Binham Road in Field Dalling let to James Duncan (23 acres) and C & A Taylor Farms (4 acres). The total rent received is £850 per annum.
There is an annual distribution to “any person of pensionable age” who lives in the village. A person only qualifies to receive a distribution once they have lived in  the village for 5 years.
At the last distribution of £30 per head in December 2025, there were 38 recipients.
The Trustees are Eric Hotblack, Rev Ian Whittle and Stephen Allen. In addition Henry Labouchere, a retired Trustee, has been coopted back onto the Committee.
If anyone qualifies but has not received a distribution in the past, please contact Eric (830310), Henry (830003) or Stephen (830665).”

Villager’s Hall
A committee member reported that the Committee held three bank accounts with a total deposited of £19,494.  The income over the past financial year had been £10,235 and expenditure was £7,417.  The figures for income were then broken down with Bingo raising the most funds.  Further income came from the 200 club, bookings - with Judo being a regular booking and U3A booking frequently, the Gardening Club also being a regular booking and other bookings on an ad hoc basis.  Costs were broken down and included a premises licence and insurance. The key message to put across is that the Hall is under utilised and there may be some weeks without any bookings, with a good week having bookings for 10/12 hours.  The balance of £19,494 was a good figure but represented years of work.  During the last twelve months the Committee have tried to stabilise the finances and have not done any major work, keeping in mind possible expenditure on connection to the drainage pipe. The Hall was refurbished twelve years ago and some work done then is now reaching the end of its life.  Replacement lights have been recently fitted and expensive solar panel parts will be needed, together with repainting and woodwork repair.  A lot of work is carried out by volunteers and is unpaid, which contributes greatly to the cost. The greatest cost to run the Hall is electric at £2,000 per annum.  The Hall relies on the bingo money but if that was taken away there would not be enough income to pay the bills and therefore, the Committee should look at a plan to bridge the gap.  The Committee consists of four members, as two have stepped down and there is no Chair and no Secretary.  The AGM was not held as the number of Committee members was too small.  The Committee will keep the Hall compliant but doesn’t have the capacity to organise events or market the Hall and they need more members prepared to share the work.  Discussion followed.  

St. Andrew’s Church
The Fabric Officer reported that the Church was in good repair, with a lot of work being done on the tower about twenty years ago.  Currently, there were two services per month held – one by Rev. Whittle and one lay service.  There was a regular congregation which has been down, but had been increasing to 30 to 40 at special services such as Easter. Two weddings have been held in the past year with 120 people in the Church. The general financial side is good, with the cost of the Churchyard maintenance at £200, although the actual man hours have probably been £2,000 thanks to volunteers.  Last year the composting toilet was installed and is open to the public. Volunteers helped keep the grass down in the paddock.  The tower is the most weatherbeaten part of the Church, with the mortar worn but in good condition.  There will be stone work carried out, which may be done this summer.  The last survey was carried out in 2024.  

5. 	Any comments or representatives from electors
	1.  In connection with the Church how was the stone work being paid for? Reply from Fabric Officer – this was paid for from a legacy.
	2.  A question was raised on speeding in Saxlingham and a query if anything could be done.  Reply from Chairman – this was on the Agenda to discuss, but to introduce a speed limit in the village would cost in the region of £20,000 which the Parish Council could not afford to pay.  It was possible that safety signs could be put up as the Parish Council had power to do this.  Discussion followed.

As no further comments were raised, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 7.15pm






Clerk: Sarah Hayden CiLCA  Postal Address: 53 Cromer Road, Lower Gresham, Norwich, NR11 8RB
Telephone: mobile 07776151735 or home -1263 570223    Email: clerk@fdandsparishcouncil.gov.uk

